
Creative experiences can include:
• Visual art
• Dance
• Music
• Drama and improvisation
• Storytelling and puppetry
• Creative writing
• Crafts (knitting, woodworking, sewing, etc.)
• Decorating , fashion, and gardening
• Culinary arts
• Cultural traditions
• Problem finding and problem solving
• Design thinking
What else?

Camila N., Grade 5

When Something Is Created Something Bigger Happens

recall something 
you created that 
made you feel 
very proud.

Creativity

when did you feel really proud of something you created? 
what was it? what inspired you? why did you feel proud?

what are some ways that education leaders can champion creativity? 
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Make Thinking Visible

“I am enough of an artist to draw freely upon my imagination.”
- Albert Einstein

Sketches spark conversation and show what people think.

Sketching is a form of communication. Art is a universal language.  

Being creative does not mean “being Picasso.”  Stick figures are great! 

Young children believe they are artists. Celebrate your inner child. 
Express your ideas openly as children do.

• Confidence: Many adults are afraid of drawing or 
feel that their art won’t be “good enough.” You may 
share this feeling.

• Purpose: to spark conversation and see what you 
think. Sketching is another form of communication.

• Communication: sketches express ideas—
especially for those who hesitate to talk in front of a 
large group. Art is a universal language. 

• Simple is great: Be creative does not mean “be 
Picasso.” Use stick figures! 

• Celebrate your “inner child”: Young children 
believe they are artists. Express ideas as openly as 
young children do!
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Why We Say “Quick Sketch”

Draw a quick Sketch of visual communications you experience daily.

Communication



Create a sketch of what current and 
desired collaboration looks and feels like.

Respond to others.  Discuss 
ways to expand collaboration.

CONNECT the experience of making 
thinking visible with the courageous 
conversations that sketches can spark.

Collaboration

Present your sketch. What does the visual represent? Why do you feel that way?
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Drawing connections
What Family-Educator Collaboration Looks and Feels Like
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Critical Thinking

SEEK™ Insights from Art
SEEK Insight from Art
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Co-Educate

Madison M. Grade 6. Phoenixville, PA

SEEK™
•See: What do you 
see? 

•Evidence: Why do 
you say that? What is 
the evidence?

•Explain: What 
decisions did the artist 
make? Why?

•Know: What do you 
know? What else do 
you want to know? 
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interests, fears, or tells something about you. 

PRESENT the portraits. Read another’s using SEEK™. What do you see? Why do you say that? What is the 
evidence? What decisions did the artist make and why? What do you know and want to know? 

Respond to and build upon each other’s 
portraits by creating stories that are imaginative 
and collaborative. Ask “What happened…?” and 
“I wonder…” to spark pretend stories.

connect SEEK insights with critical thinking. How 
can observation, evidence citation, inference, and 
inquiry be used to deepen learning?

 What do you see?
 Why do you say that?  What is the evidence?
 What decisions did the  artist make? Why?
 What do you know?  What else do you want  to know?


